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Key Facts on Poverty

Overall child poverty

· 3.9 million children are living in poverty in the UK. 
· The proportion of children living in poverty grew from 1 in 10 in 1979 to 1 in 3 in 1998. Today, 30 per cent of children in Britain are living in poverty.
· Since 1999, when the current Government pledged to end child poverty, 600,000 children have been lifted out of poverty.
· The UK has one of the worst rates of child poverty in the industrialised world 

· The majority (59 per cent) of poor children live in a household where at least one adult works.
· 42 per cent of poor children live in a household headed by a lone parent. The majority of poor children (58 per cent) live in a household headed by a couple

· 42% of children in poverty are from families with 3 or more children.
Child poverty and income

· The poverty line is 60% of median income. The actual amount of income is depends on the age and size of the family. 

· The poorest families in the UK pay higher prices for basic necessities such as gas, electricity and telephones because they can’t afford to pay by direct debit. The pre-payment alternatives they are left with have higher unit costs. 

· The extra costs of acquiring credit and in purchasing goods and services can amount to a ‘poverty premium’ of £1,000 a year – 9% of the disposable income of an average-size family.
· School holidays, particularly those in the summer, are a time of high costs for families. Extra childcare, activities for children, and the loss of free school meals all pose an additional financial burden. The average value of a primary school meal is £1.35, so a family with two children is £13.50 a week worse off. 
Child poverty and education

· Poverty predicts educational outcomes in the UK more strongly than in any other OECD country.

· By the age of three, poor students can lag as much as nine months behind better off peers.
· By the age of 14, many poor children can be two years behind.

· Children growing up in poverty are more likely to leave school at 16 with fewer qualifications.
· 1 in 10 16 -18 year olds are not in education, employment or training, a little higher than a decade ago.
· The cost of “free” education has been estimated as an average of £1,300 per child every year on every day costs of going to school, a rise of £200 in the last four years. An average total of £14,000 per child for school related costs from age 5 to 16 compared with £10,000 in 2002.
  

· 55% of families in the two lowest income groups struggle to meet the costs of schooling.

· Around 1.8 million UK children are entitled to free school meals but more than 330,000 pupils don't get or use their entitlement, because of stigma or bullying or because or parents don't realise they're entitled or are put off by bureaucracy.

· Up to 10% of children are deterred from buying lunch at school by the cost (the average amount spent on a school meal is £1.46).
Child poverty and housing

· 1 in 7 children are growing up homeless or in bad housing.

· Children who live in poverty are almost twice as likely to be in bad housing.

· Children living in bad housing are almost twice as likely to suffer from poor health as other children.

· Children in unfit accommodation are a third more likely to suffer respiratory problems, such as asthma and bronchitis. 

· Children living in bad housing are nearly twice as likely as other children to leave school without any GCSEs. 

Child poverty: employment and childcare
· With benefits set so far below the poverty line being without paid work carries a severe risk of poverty for families with children. 78% of children without a parent in work are poor. 

· Over half (57%) of children in poverty live in a household where at least one adult is in work.

Child poverty and health

· Poverty shortens lives. A boy in Glasgow city can expect to live 12.6 years less than a boy in Kensington and Chelsea (70.5 years compared to 83.1 years). A girl in Glasgow City can expect to live ten years less than a girl in Kensington Chelsea (77.0 years compared to 87.2 years).
  In Glasgow's Calton area the average life expectancy is 54 years, compared with 82 years in Lenzie, just eight miles away. 
· Children born into poverty are:

· Ten times as likely to die suddenly in infancy.
· Two and a half times as likely to suffer chronic illness as toddlers.
· Three times as likely to suffer mental health disorders.
· The difference in adult mortality between the least and most deprived neighbourhoods in the UK is more than 2.5 times
· Poorer children are born too small; birth weight is on average 200 grams lower in children from social classes IV and V. Low birth weight is closely associated with infant death and chronic diseases in later life.
· Children aged up to 14 from unskilled families are 5 times more likely to die in an accident than children from professional families, and 15 times more likely to die in a fire at home.
 

· Adults who suffered poverty as children are 50% more likely to have limiting illnesses. Adults who had low birthweight are over four times as likely to have Type 2 diabetes (associated with obesity) and 25% more likely to die from heart disease.

Children growing up in poverty are more likely to suffer behavioural and emotional problems. One in six families with low incomes suffered from mental health disorders compared to just over one in twenty in better off households.
What is the Campaign to End Child Poverty?

The Campaign to End Child Poverty, is a growing coalition of over 120 children’s and other charities, social justice groups, faith-groups, trade unions and other organisations concerned about the unacceptably high levels of child poverty in the UK – who have united to demand the Government Keep the Promise to End Child Poverty.

What is the Campaign to End Child Poverty calling for?

Adequate incomes for families

· By 2010 the Government must spend the £3 billion needed on benefits and child tax credits. This extra £3 billion would cut the number of children living in poverty in the UK to half the level it was in 1997. If the 2010 target is not met the promise to end child poverty in a generation will not be achieved.

An adequate home for every child

· To have built 20,000 additional social rented homes per year to lift 154,000 children out of bad housing.

Decent work for all  

· Ensure that work pays through an increase in the minimum wage and in in-work benefits and tax credits.

· Make sure that parents are not trapped in poor quality jobs by investing more in help for the most disadvantaged to get, keep and progress in employment.
· Make sure that all parents can combine work and family life through the provision of a sufficient supply of high quality affordable, accessible, childcare.
A good education for every child

· Provide access to high quality early years provision for every child from a low-income family.

· Aim to close the gap between state and private school funding levels and ensure that new spending is geared towards schools in the poorest areas or with the poorest intake.

· Ensure education works for all children by rolling out personalised learning agendas in schools to guarantee increased support, particularly for those from the poorest backgrounds

To find out more and sign the Keep the Promise petition to demand a better future for all our children visit: 
www.endchildpoverty.org.uk/promise
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