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Priority:
Proportion of children living in poverty
(NI 116)
Rationale 
Tackling child poverty is key to tackling inequalities and deprivation, and to improving the life chances of many of our children and young people.  This indicator also supports the national Government target of halving the number of children in poverty by 2010-11.
Objectives

The long-term aim will be to reduce the number of children living in poverty in Bedfordshire.  
A new data collection source is being developed nationally as the current Family Resources Survey data is not large enough to be used at a local authority level. A baseline will be established during 2008/09 from which targets will be developed for years two and three of the LAA.

The objectives for 2008/09 are:
· Set-up, launch and facilitate a countywide poverty network to plan and oversee the development work related to the indicator
· Conduct research into child poverty, and its impact, in Bedfordshire

· Develop a strategy to tackle child poverty in Bedfordshire
· Set a baseline for  NI 116 and targets for 2009/10 and 2010/11
· Agree an action plan for 2009/10

	Key Activities (description)

 
	Deliverables (outcome / output)
	Timescale       (by when)
	Risk(s)

(to successfully delivering the activity)
	Responsible           (by whom)

	Planning for consultation event to launch Bedfordshire child poverty network
	Child poverty event
	7 November 2008
	Low - Over 90 people have booked to attend the event
	Katie Theodore        (Head of Early Years & Extended Services,  Beds County Council)

	Consultation with partners about child poverty network and strategy to tackle child poverty
	Report on child poverty event
	November 2008
	Low - Consultation workshops are planned at the event and the feedback will be written up in the report on the event
	Katie Theodore

	Formation of Bedfordshire child poverty network
	2 meetings of child poverty network in 2008/09  
	December 2008 and February 2009
	Low - It is hoped that the event will generate a commitment for key agencies to join the new network  
	Katie Theodore 

	Research into child poverty, and its impact, in Bedfordshire
	Report on research
	March 2009
	Low - The research will bring together current quantitative information on local child poverty and will add a variety of qualitative information through work with families in poverty and professionals in sectors working with families in poverty  
	Katie Theodore

	Development of a strategy to tackle child poverty - including setting of targets for NI 116 
	Child poverty strategy (including targets for NI 116) and action plan for 2009/10 
	April 2009
	Low to Medium - A decision may be taken to develop separate strategies in Bedford and Central Beds rather than a countywide strategy.  This may delay the process. 
	Katie Theodore


	Specify involvement of named partners and VCS

 
	A number of partners have shown interest in joining the child poverty network (e.g. Bedfordshire County Council, Jobcentre Plus and various voluntary sector advice agencies).  However, the purpose of the child poverty event on 7/11/08 is to consult with partners and to formalise the development of a wider child poverty network consisting of a larger number of partners from the statutory and voluntary sectors
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